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SUBJECT: FURTHER INDIAN REACTION TO SRI LANKA SITUATION 
REF: MADRAS 1371 (NOTAL) 

1 . MOST NEW DELHI NEWSPAPERS CARRIED ARTICLES AUGUST 26 
HIGHLIGHTING GSL EFFORTS TO KEEP THE PEACE IN SRI LANKA. 

SEVERAL PAPERS ALSO REPORTED A STATEMENT BY CONGRESS PARTY 
PRESIDENT BRAHMANANDA REDDY EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER DEVELOP 
MENTS IN SRI LANKA AND STATING THAT INDIAN CITIZENS THERE 
SHOULD RECEIVE "ADEQUATE PROTECTION IN RESPECT OF THEIR 
PERSON AND PROPERTY." THE SAME REPORTS ALSO NOTED AN AP- 
PEAL BY EIGHT CONGRESS PARTY MPS TO THE PRIME MINISTER AND 

THE FOREIGN MINISTER TO "ENSURE PROTECTION OF INNOCENT LIVES 
FROM VIOLENCE AND CREATION OF AN ATMOSPHERE OF PEACE, GOOD- 
WILL AND AMITY" IN SRI LANKA. MEANWHILE, PRESS COVERAGE IN 
NEW DELHI OF THE SUCCESSFUL DMK-LED GENERAL STRIKE IN MADRAS 
ON AUGUST 24 HAS BEEN PERFUNCTORY. 

2. EDITORIALS IN THE AUGUST 26 EDITIONS OF "INDIAN EXPRESS" 

AND "HINDUSTAN TIMES" BLAMED THE GOVERNMENT OF FOERM PRIME 
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MINISTER BANDARANAIKE FOR CREATING THE SITUATION WHICH LED 
TO THE CURRENT TROUBLES. THEY URGED INDIANS, SPECIFICALLY 
THE DMK, TO AVOID ACTIONS WHICH MIGHT AGGRAVATE S INHALE, SF,- 
TAMIL TENSION. 

3. CONGEN MADRAS HAS REPORTED (REFTEL) LIVELY MANEUVERING 
FOR POSITION AMONG TAMIL-NADU'S POLITICAL PARTIES OVER THE 
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SRI LANKA SITUATION. A RESOLUTION INTRODUCED IN THE STATE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY BY THE RULING AIADMK PARTY CALLING 
ON THE GOI TO SEND A CABINET MINISTER TO SRI LANKA TO "HELP 
RESTORE PEACE" RECEIVED SUPPORT FROM ALL THE OPPOSITION PAR 
TIES EXCEPT THE DMK, WHICH WAS CONSEQUENTLY LABELED "UNHELP- 
FUL" BY SOME OF ITS COLLEAGUES IN THE OPPOSITION. 

GOHF.EN 
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